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Wy S the firft of the following letters 
re is written by a female correfpond- 
ya ent, and the fecond intended for 
ee the fervice of that fex, I have 
taken the firft opportunity of . giv- 
ing them to the public. 


Mr. Fitz-ADAM, 


I aM a young woman, and live in the country with 
an uncle and aunt, whofe characters, as they are fome- 
what particular, may perhaps contribute towards the 
entertainment of your readers. My uncle is a man fo 
full of himfelf, that he approves of nothing but what Is 
done (to ufe his own words) after bis maxim, — 

ce 
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sthree years ago he caught a great.cold ; ever_fince which 
- time he wears a great coat, and calls every man a fool 
that goes without one, even in the dog-days. The 
other day a relation coming to fee him, was thrown off 
his horfe, and broke his leg. When he was brought 
into the houfe, and my uncle came te be informed that 
the accident happened by his paffing through a bad lane, 
In order to call upon a particular friend in his way tous, — 
he told him with an air of great importance, that it was 
always a maxim with him, “ never to do two things at 
“* once.” He then introduced a long ftory about queen 
Elizabeth and lord Burleigh, which, after it had lafted 
above half an hour, concluded with lord Burleigh’s tell- 
ing the queen, that he had made it a maxim, ‘‘ never 
* todo but one thing at atime.” Thus did he perplex 
the poor gentleman, who lay all the time with a broken 
limb; nor would he fuffer any perfon in the room to go 
for a furgeon till his ftory wastold. While the leg was 
fetting, and the patient in the utmoft torment, my uncle 
f{tood by, and with all the rhetoric he was matter of, 
endeavoured to perfuade his kinfman that his misfortune 
‘was entirely owing to a neglect of thofe excellent maxims 
which he had fo often taught him. - He concluded his 
harangue with a ftring of proverbs, motto’s and fentiments, 
of which he is fo ridiculoufly fond, that there is no 
fingle action of his life that is. not entirely governed by 
one or other of them. I have feen him in the garden, 
in the midft of a moft violent thunder-fhower, walking 
a {nail’s pace towafds the honfe, becaufe his friend lord 
Onflow’s motto is feffima lente; which words I have . 
heard him repeat and explain {fo often, that I have them 
always in my head. 


My aunt is truly one flefh. with her hufband. She 
approves of nothing but what is done after her own ex- 
ample, though fhe is unable to fupport her prejudices 
even by a proverb or a faying. As I am fo unfortunate 
as to differ from her in almoft all my actions, we are 
extremely liable to quarrel. She gets up at fix, becaufe 
fhe cannot fleep; and J lie in bed till nine, becaufe I 
cannot eafily wake. When we meet at breakfaft, I am 
fure to be fcolded for my drowfinefs and nchlge, 
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and queftioned at leaft a dozen times over, “ why I 
* cannot do as /he does, get up with the fun? “ Ay, fays 
“* my uncle, and go to reft with the lark, as the faying 
“is.” But alas! my aunt obferves but part of the fay- 
ing ; for long before the lark goes to rooft, the will fall 
afleep in her chair, unlefs kept awake by cards ; — 
her ufual bed-time is not till nine o’clock. 


Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I would fain know whether 
the hours between nine and twelve, provided you are 
quite awake, are not of equal ufe with thofe between 
fix and nine, when you are half the time afleep? My 
aunt fays no; for that ove hour in the morning is worth 
two in the afternoon ; which I cannot for the life of me 
comprehend. 


Tur old lady is one of thofe good fort of women 
who think every thing beneath their notice but family 
affairs and houfekeeping : for which reafon, if ever the 
catches me reading a volume of the Spectator or World, 
fhe immediately afks me if the Art of Cookery, which 
fhe made me a prefent of, is miflaid or loft; to which 
fhe is fure to add, that for her part, the does not fee 
what good can come of reading fuch heathenifh books ; 
and that had fle given up her mind to onfenfe and fuff, 
my uncle and his family muft have been beggars, fo 
they mutt. 


Am I really to be We eit by thefe old folks, or may 
I go on in my old way, and laugh at their abfurdities ? 
I read your paper every Friday when the poft comes in, 
and fhall be glad to fee this letter inferted in your next, 
with your opinion of the matter, that I may know 
which is the wifeft, my uncle, “7 aunt, or Mr. Fitz- 
Adam's 


Humble fervant, 


and admirer, 


Cc. P. 








E250... THE WORLD. No. 208. 


SiR, 


Ir we pay a due regard to proverbial expreffions, 
which are oftentimes founded in good fenfe and experi- 
ence, the texture of the fcull, particularly the extreme 
thicknefs or extreme thinnefs of it, contribute not a little 
to the ftupidity or folly of our fpecies. By a thick fcull- 
ed man we always mean a fool, and by a thin {culled 
fellow, one without any difcretion. May we not there- 
fore fuppofe that the ftate of men, refpecting their un- 
derftandings, is pretty much this: when their craniums 
are extremely folid, they are generally ideots, when in 
a medium, perfons of fenfe, when fomewhat thinner, 
wits, and when extremely thin, madmen? 


Wuar has led me into thefe reflections, is the pre- 
fent fafhion among our ladies, of going bareheaded, and. 
a remarkable paflage in Herodotus, concerning the ef- 
fects of that practife among the Egyptians. 


Tus ancient and curious hiftorian and traveller tells 
us, that paffing by Pelufium, where there had been, ma- 
ny years before, a bloody battle fought between the Per- 


fians and Egyptians, and the {culls of the flain on each 
fide being ftill in different heaps, he found upon trial, 
that thofe of the Egyptians were fo thick, they required 
a very ftrong blow to break them; whereas thofe of the 
Perfians were fo thin and tender, they fcarcely refifted 
the flighteft ftroke. Herodotus attributes the thinnefs 
and tendernefs of the Perfians {culls, to their wearin 
warm caps or turbans; and the thicknefs and hardnefs 
of the Egyptians, to their going bareheaded, and thereby 
expofing their heads to heats and colds. Now if this 

opinion of Herodotus, and the foregoing remarks be 
well founded, what ‘rueful effe&ts may the prefent fa- 
fhion of our ladies expofing their heads to all weathers, 
efpecially in the prefent cold feafon, be attended with ! 
Inftead of fenfible, witty and ingenious women, for 
which this country has fo long been famous, we may in 
a little time have only a generation of triflers. 


By 
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By what has happened to a neighbouring nation, we 
have the more reafon to dread the like misfortune among 
ourfelves. And happy are thofe who take warning by 
the misfortunes of others. Formerly when the Dutch 
kept their heads warm in furred caps, they were a wife 
and brave people, delivered them{elves from flavery, 
and eftablifhed a wealthy and formidable republic: but 
fince they have left off this good old fafhion, and taken 
to French toupées, whereby their heads are much ex- 
pofed, they are become fo thick-fculled, that is, fo ftu- 
pid and foolifh, as to negle& almoft every means of na- 
tional benefit and prefervation. 7 


Tuoucu the ancient Greeks were fome of the wifeft 
and moft acute people in the world, yet the Beotians 
were remarkably ignorant and dull. What can we af- 
cribe this difference between them and their fellow 
Greeks to, but the different conformations of the feat of 
knowledge? I with our fociety of antiquaries would en- 
deavour to find out if this did not proceed from the Beo- 
‘tians following the Egyptian fafhion abovementioned. 


Are we to fuppofe that the only motive of our emi- 
nent phyficians and great lawyers wearing fuch large 
_peiriwigs as they generally do, is merely to appear wifer 
than other people ?_ Have they not experienced that thefe 
warm. coverings of the head greatly contribute to render 
them really fo ?- One apparent proot of their being wifer 
than moft others, is,-that the former very rarely take any 
phyfic, and the latter never go to law, when they can 
avoid it. However, we mutt for the fake of truth ac- 
knowledge, that foo many of thefe gentlemen of both 
profeffions, feem to have carried this practife of keeping 
their heads warm to fuch an excefs, as to occafion a kind 
‘of madnefs, which fhews itfelf in fo voracious an appetite 
for fees, as can hardly be fatished. But as we frequently 
fee good proceed from evil, may it not be hoped that 
thefe extravagancies of phyficians and lawyers will put 
peop'e upon making as little work a3 poffibie for either, 
by fubftituting temperance in the roon of phyfic, and 


arbitrations inftead of law-fuits ? 
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- WueTuer your female readers will takeWarning by 
‘the examples here fet before them, or much efteem your 
advice or mine, I know not; but furely fuch of them at 
leaft as go to church, and there fay their prayers, will 
pay a proper regard to faint Paul, who tells them that 
“« every woman, who prayeth with her head uncovered, 


*¢ difhonoureth her head.” 


In one of the iflands in the Archipelago (I think it is 
Naxos) there was formerly a law that no woman {hould 
“ppear abroad in embroidered cloaths, or with jewels, 
unlefs fhe were a profeffed courtezan; nor be attended 
when fhe walked the ftreets, with more than one wait- 
ing-maid, except fhe was in liquor. Now what I would 
propofe, is, that you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, fhould iffue out 
an edit, that none of the fair fex in our ifland, {hall for 
the future be feen in public without a cap, but fuch as 
are known to be ladies of pleafure; unlefs you fhall be 
pleafed to except thofe who are apt to tipple a little too 
much, and therefore go in this manner to cool their 
heads. 
. I am, SiR, 


Your moft humble fervant. 











ADVERTISEMENT. 
Dec. 18th, 1756, 


| A CLERGYMAN in the country, who bas a numerous 

Sumily and but a flender income, has been near twen- 
ty years affitted with a fevere chronical diforder. At this 
time, be has a profpect of receiving benefit from a diftant 
mineral water; but the difeafe, alas! Jo fatal to kis con- 
ftitution, has alfo fo reduced bis circumftances, that he finds 
Limfelf in no condition to defray the expences neceffiry to 
bis cure. He ts therefore confirained to lay bis cafe bafore 
the public, to follicit that comp-ficn which he bs been 
rcady on all occafions to flew, end to place bis final hopes 
of relief in their beneficence! The humane and compajpon- 
ate, who are difpofed to lefen bis affiicticns, may be in- 
Sormed of their nature, and affured of their reality by Mr. 
Dops.ry: 7” Pall-mail: and whatever benefactions they 
Jrall depofit in bis bunds, will be received with the moft 
ively fenfe of real gratitude and obligation. 
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